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This issue of the Environment Newsletter includes the following items:
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| Virtual press conference to launch the National River Alliance for the
Implementation of the Court Order 2019 (River Alliance CO 2019), August 26, 2020

Virtual Press Conference
National River Alliance for the Implementation of Court Order 2019
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the Implementation of the Court Order 2019 (River Alliance CO 2019), August 26, 2020.




A virtual press conference launched the National River Alliance for the
Implementation of the Court Order 2019 (in short, River Alliance CO 2019) on August 26,
2020 in Dhaka. On the basis of a writ petition in 2016, moved by Advocate Manzil
Murshid, a path breaking Court Order 2019 was given to protect rivers. This gave rivers
the right of a living entity and entrusted the national river conservation commission
(NRCC) with the guardianship over all rivers and water bodies. It further emphasized
the polluting and taking over of rivers to be ‘foujdari oporadh” and the Public Trust
Doctrine, the Precautionary Principle and the Polluter's Pay Principle were to apply. A
river is to be considered a legal person.

The speakers noted that it was clear that in order to restore river governance and
the well-being of rivers effectively this court order would have to be the instrument of
change. There was no doubt that the court order needed to be implemented properly. The
speakers observed that the High Court has been remarkable in its support for rivers and
for an independent National River Conservation Commission (NRCC). BAPA-BEN
believe that by ensuring proper implementation of this Order, fundamental
improvements in river governance can be brought about.

In September 2019, on an invitation from BAPA, Sheva, Arannayk Foundation,
Waterkeepers Bangladesh and Brotee agreed to jointly initiate a National River Alliance
with a single mandate, i.e., to implement the Supreme Court Order 2019 to protect all
water bodies. The task is challenging but it has to be done. With the launching of the
Alliance, grassroot activists and eminent river, social, academic and most importantly,
legal activists are expected to come together to monitor compliance and due diligence
and proceed with legal challenges in cases where the court order was not upheld. Its
natural ally would be the NRCC. Dr. Mujibur Rahman Hawlader, Chairman NRCC,
graced the occasion as the Chief Guest. Dr. Shahdeen Malik, Mr. Farid Uddin Ahmed,
Advocate Manzil Murshid, Dr. Mohd. Abdul Matin, Dr. Asif Nazrul, Ms. Shireen Huq
and Ms. Sayeeda Roxana Khan delivered their insightful addresses as special guests. Mr.
Sharmeen Murshid moderated the webinar, while Mr. Sharif Jamil delivered the welcome
speech.
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“Environment Newsletter” is produced and circulated by the “Bangladesh Environment Network
(BEN),” the global network of non-resident Bangladeshis and their international friends, geared
toward protection of Bangladesh and global environment. It may be recirculated and its contents
may be used for non-commercial purposes, provided appropriate acknowledgment is made. Send
your comments queries to: ben.global.editor@gmail.com.
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